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/°9.v- The Green-ihighed FrOg {Lituriu brevipahnata) is a

mysterious frog, populations of which apparently suddenly

appear and disappear ui a locality—sometimes the 'absence-;'

are for many years iTyler & Davie, 198$), These

disappearances, however, do not appear tta be pari Di (he

phenomenon of the 'disappearing frog,' (sensu Czechurn &
Ingram. 1991) because ihe species i$ SliU e\umt

Until recently, the Grecn-thighcd prog was known fmm
only three fo in Queensland. McDonald |

• a specimen al I !row$ Nest Naltonal Park i'NP 62&
i2W E) iind another from Kavenshoume National

Park (NP 492: 27
a
2l*S, I.

I ITS later, the

.'..,'... 9"S, I 5 J'
J
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01 . I&7&) and in 1983 Chn< Corben collected two

;pecim] ciKland Museum (QM] M2154, 421 33) ftlSQ

in Ml these records arc from monnr.e n-unUy.

Recently the seniot auitrol COllfiCtBi

-Vueol, Ens

27 36'S, I52
u3d B). Rwsc ttre the ins! cots I
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i he»e record i u] name:.
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First cnllcclinn, 21 November 1W*2

AfWonyajooi reel i
::. wiMili^! i

| 1 30pmandhy 5.00pm there were radio

repons of local flooding Kam then reduced to a slcad

fall with iatenriii- U I
i

' ips began ^
i
.ni ,00pm ",-^ L-shaped dejpi ic's '"'itch'),

some 40m in li .; ..
I some

3Dni Vfoin the mai tine From ptevJtnw e*pei m

depression ueeafTR: an cphem i rain. On (he

(fay befi " i had fallen in thi I ion and

mg but noi l i
_ water By

I I

.. | "' A 85ci .
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mc deepest point .it Ihe tfcprcssion-

Amongst the extremely loud ChOftJS of -j large number trf

in 'jnl'amihai call was heard Thi8 proved in belong 10 a

mate L brevtpulrrult&i which was immediate! id (QM
[568 J 3). Severn) inore calling mates weie uhsurvnd but not

collected and, judging dom then ou I males were
1

at tbe silt-; n<> fentiflu* were observed. Typical

... re in leaf litter about f) I
i i >m thewaters edge. Nd

!.. ivere round i I won.

. .»vies nl IVoes were also .. ..
I |

.

'torn ... i., .
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. Ueftui L rutwUii Aelirtti i i i

tomr, Curi" H oa< "^''/!u\i was

Keen well away frtuji Ihe Ulc on i3 nearby veiled road, none

was heard calling or seen in Uie depression despite wtlftl

appeared io i ding cond I

The vegetation SUtfoUndMg RlC's Oiuh i> opCH dry SC ETC

phyll forest frith u sparse, predominately acacia understorcy and

,i ground cpvei "' exaric berbs and grasses. Qoser to the

creek-line there is a heavy infestaliaii of Chinese I Im

Vitnphor t —]

i

utnummm Ctimphora), a dense

understore;, n inaUl \Ujntano comura) and a variffl

native >peciex that form depauperate, dry rrunf'i

No D observed at ihe sjte on (he two Folfclwing rnehLs

ember), although calls < ! MefotuA brevis and Utn

nodynastt-s peruni were heard. Within ten days, there was no

follow-up rain and the depression became completely dry— all

tadpoles apparendy perishing,

Fn>m 2 1 November J 992 to 5 January I V93, sonic rain fell

inh'irmuentty hut not enough to produce any significant bog

activity However, on some occasion*; these falls were ;,.

punied by, or qmckjy succeeded by, Strong breezes ami il is

possible Ihe aceonipanymg noise hid the sound; ot calling

frogs. From I January' 1993, rainfall was recorded near Ric's

Ditch On the evening o1 4 lanttai very brief :- p

produced 0.6mm &nd on the next altera lanital

storm resulted in 30mm. At Ric s Diich, 30mm WHS insuffi

cteni to produce free -standing waier. Apan from a hneJ

from j Naked Treelrue {Lin»>

was die Red-baeked Broodftroj [Pse*

with about 30 frogs lhal called Ifrom small, n

very porous substrate

Sccimd eolk-etiun, 6 Janiiarv I^J
In ihe Wo aflernwn.a vigorous clecti i ri t'esultedin

j fall of 48.5mm and. hy 8.00pm, n loud chorus o! fmgS CAUIC

ii Hies
1

Ditch. About a i

calling Aikl another male -Wai - 1 ed (QM IS728S) The
. .

|

,
; noied on 2\ Novcmhei J992 were

. d again and Gang Toads were also abscnl

I"he ne\' day was nvetCftSl With occasional very

i

'. in was Falling at about 7.30pm when R{c
T
( Ifl i

revisit ' i were about twice a*, many male-
.' ogscairtngeopiparediorTicnightbcfofeand-a .

Ibese were much closer to the water widi one about 10

mi hnm shallow Water As before, no female:
I

'

An immediate visit was made to tiic nfei |
h iri

Creek :-om , , md observao.n oadu al

i ..
. ii hi frog fenna wa n . rdci

Liwria iuuura ani msi$nifcrv wi

open eras- En a mclalcU( i
were Lim-

natfync u AwMJlariatlefaoju, In Ih

Fern (IPn-riJium csculenlum) the Dusky Gt

fuSV(t) Wa8 «eeorded. However, tfc

trig over a Wide ac.-.t the Gre I
m..

i
|

Sinec I

.mm M' mill row f72 rco

ted Prog ha :, not been mel with at 'w,,

ilespile rcpe. 1 i
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